
Certification 
Information 
Session



Pathways to Certification

Traditional
• Earn a bachelor’s degree
• Enroll in Ed courses
• Complete clinical teaching
• Pass state certification 

exams
• Apply for state certification 

upon graduation
• Standard Certificate 

issued

Alternative
• Hold bachelor’s degree
• Complete a self-paced 

alternative certification 
program

• Paid Internship with Intern 
Certificate

• Pass state certification 
exams

• Apply for state certification 
upon program completion

Post-Bac
• Hold bachelor’s degree
• Earn an advanced degree 

in addition to educator 
certification

• Complete program 
requirements

• Paid Internship with Intern 
Certificate

• Pass state certification 
exams

• Apply for state certification 
upon approval



Types of Certificates
• Must complete content exams, pre-hire training and observations.
• Valid for one year and is not renewable.Intern
• Must pass pedagogy (PPR) exam in addition to content exams, pre-hire training and 

observations. 
• Valid for one year and may be renewed one time.Probationary
• Issued to out of state/out of country certified educators after Review of Credentials.
• Issued in areas that appear in educator’s out of state/country certificate.
• Allows educator to be employed for one year while they complete requirements 

indicated by the ROC. It is non-renewable. 
One-Year

• Complete Educator Preparation Program.
• Valid for 5 years.
• Must complete 150 of CPE for renewal.

Standard



Elementary
Certification 
Areas

Early Childhood: PK-3

Core Subjects with Science of Teaching Reading: EC-6 

Core Subjects with Science of Teaching Reading: 4-8 

English Language Arts and Reading with Science of Teaching 
Reading: 4-8 

English Language Arts and Reading/Social Studies with Science of 
Teaching Reading: 4-8 

Social Studies: 4-8 •Mathematics: 4-8 • Science 4-8

Mathematics/Science: 4-8



Secondary 
& CTE
Certification 
Areas

Grades 6-12, 7-12 and 8-12  Career & Technical Education (CTE)         
Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources               
Business and Finance                                          
Family and Consumer Sciences Composite Hospitality, Nutrition and 
Food Sciences 
Human Development and Family Studies 
Health Science*                                  
Marketing*                                           
Technology Education                               
Trade and Industrial Education*                
Trade and Industrial Workforce Training 

Grades 6-12, 7-12 and 8-12                                                              
Computer Science                                                                                   
Dance                                                                                                        
English Language Arts and Reading                                         
Journalism                                                                                                     
JROTC                                                                                                  
Mathematics                                                                                            
Science                                                                                                           
Physical Science                                                                                             
Physics/Math                                                                               
Math/Physical Science/Engineering                                        
Chemistry                                                                                               
Social Studies                                                                                             
History                                                                                                        
Speech 

Grades 6-12, 7-12 and 8-12  Career & Technical Education (CTE)         
Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources               
Business and Finance                                          
Family and Consumer Sciences Composite Hospitality, Nutrition and Food 
Sciences 
Human Development and Family Studies 
Health Science*                                  
Marketing*                                           
Technology Education                               
Trade and Industrial Education*                
Trade and Industrial Workforce Training 



Decide what you would like to 
teach: Subject and grade level.

Apply to an approved Texas 
Alternative Certification 

Program.
•Official transcripts from 
accredited college/university.
•Application Fee, if applicable.

Admission Stage: 
Requirements

Do you have to take the Pre-
Admission Content Test (PACT) 

for admission?

Accepted Stage: Enroll
• Letter of Agreement.
• Pay enrollment fee.
• Identify content area for initial 

certification.

Enrollment Stage: Obtain your 
Statement of Eligibility

• Complete coursework.
• Complete observations. 
• Pass required content exams.

Eligible for Intern Certificate:
• Apply for teaching positions.
• Interview – receive offer.
• Fingerprinting check.
• Apply for Intern Certificate.
• Begin Internship.

Field Experience Stage:
• Pass the PPR exam.
• Complete remaining 

coursework.
• Complete two semester paid 

internship.

Apply for Standard Certificate: 
• Program recommends 

certificate.
• TEA approves and issues 

certificate.

Congrats! You’re a certified 
educator!

Alternative Certification Program

Do you have to take 
the PACT?

NO
If applicant meets the 
2.5 GPA overall and 
completed a 
minimum of 12 or 15 
semester credit hours 
in the subject area of 
certification.

YES
If the applicant has a 
GPA below 2.5  overall 
or if applicant has not 
completed at least 12 
or 15 semester credit 
hours in the subject 
area of certification.

*If PACT is required 
due to GPA, PACT 
should be taken in the 
subject area applicant 
is seeking 
certification. 



What to consider when choosing an Alternative Certification Program:

ACCREDITATION & 
GOVERNANCE

SUPPORT FOR NEW 
TEACHERS

CERTIFICATIONS 
OFFERED

COURSEWORK AND 
TEST PREPARATION 

COST

JOB ASSISTANCE FLEXIBILITY CUSTOMER 
SATISFACTION 



Save the Date! 



Helpful 
Resources

Becoming a Classroom Teacher in Texas:

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-educators/certification/initial-
certification/becoming-a-classroom-teacher-in-texas

Approved Educator Preparation Programs:

https://tea-
texas.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/8fdeed6e29b741ba8bac151ac0
23186d

Out of State/Out of Country Certified Educator:

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-educators/certification/out-of-state-
certification/out-of-state-certifications

Texas Educator Certification Examination Program

https://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_Tests.html

Denton ISD Certification Manager

Email: ehernandez2@dentonisd.org

Ph: 940.369.0592
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